
SB21-200:   Reduce   Greenhouse   Gases   
Increase   Environmental   Justice   
Current   law   requires   the   state   of   Colorado   to   reduce   its   greenhouse   gas   (GHG)   emissions   by   
26%   by   2025,   50%   by   2030,   and   90%   by   2050.   This   bill   expands   upon   those   requirements.   

Bill   Info   
Sponsors:    Sen.   Winter,   Sen.   Moreno,   Rep.   Jackson   
Latest   action:    Introduced   in   Senate   on   3/29/21,   assigned   to   Transportation   &   Energy   
Committee   

What   is   environmental   justice?   
According   to   the   EPA,   “Environmental   justice   is   the   fair   treatment   and   meaningful   
involvement   of   all   people   regardless   of   race,   color,   national   origin,   or   income,   with   respect   
to   the   development,   implementation,   and   enforcement   of   environmental   laws,   regulations,   
and   policies.” 1   

  
People   of   color   are   disproportionately   affected   by   the   climate   crisis.   An   article   in   The   
Atlantic   explained   the   findings   of   a   recent   study:   “black   people   are   exposed   to   about   1.5   
times   more   particulate   matter   than   white   people,   and   that   Hispanics   had   about   1.2   times   
the   exposure   of   non-Hispanic   whites.   The   study   found   that   people   in   poverty   had   about   1.3   
times   more   exposure   than   people   above   poverty.” 2    (Particulate   matter   is   a   known   
carcinogen   and   is   linked   to   numerous   health   issues.)   
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What,   exactly,   would   this   bill   do?  
If   this   bill   passes,   the   air   quality   control   commission   (AQCC)   would   be   required   to…     

● Recognize   the   “social   cost”   of   GHG   emissions   in   any   decision-making.   
● Use   a   more   linear   path   for   GHG   reductions.   
● Finalize   GHG   reductions   rules   by   March   1,   2022.   

  
It   would   also   require   electric   cooperatives   to   reduce   GHG   emissions   by   100%   by   2040.     

What   progress   would   this   bill   make?   
This   bill   would   require   the   rulemaking   body   on   emissions   to   recognize   environmental   
racism   and   factor   the   social   impacts   of   the   climate   crisis   into   its   decisions.   This   will   bring   
our   state   closer   to   achieving   environmental   justice   and   ensuring   a   just   transition   to   a   
renewable   economy.     

  
It   would   also   speed   up   the   process   for   reducing   GHG   emissions   by   creating   a   more   
straightforward   path   and   requiring   the   AQCC   to   implement   its   rules   by   early   2022.   Current   
law   does   not   have   these   requirements.     

  
This   bill   would   also   require   a   more   rigorous   reduction   in   GHG   emissions   from   electric   
companies.   These   requirements   would   ultimately   force   Colorado   utilities   to   move   to   
renewable   energy.     
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